


the garden shed to multinational groups: all have commonality in the need for some
level of funding. In relative terms, despite oral care products dating back thousands of
years, the use of science in their development and evaluation of efficacy is very recent,
as is the collaboration between dental institutions and industry. Ideas have been bi-
directional between the two parties but development programmes have relied heavily
on industrial funding. Although there have been few vacuum cleaner success stories,
there are many, beneficial, oral care products developed from these collaborations.
There have been of course many failures and or inability to scientifically support claims
of efficacy.

11.45 am Statistical developments in dental research: from theory to practice and why it
matters for clinical application
Professor Mark Gilthorpe (University of Leeds)
Abstract:
Analogous to how research evidence may or may not be translated into clinical
practice, I describe how biostatistical methodology may or may not journey from
concept to application. This will be a non-technical anecdote highlighting some key
biostatistical issues that have plagued, or continue to plague, dental research.  I
address how we might overcome some of these challenges, and seek to highlight the
dangers of not learning from our past when facing new challenges. I will provide a brief
overview of where I think biostatistical advances will yield both opportunities and
threats to future biomedical research.

12.30 pm Panel Discussion

12.45 pm Lunch and Trade Exhibition

2.00 pm Development of photodynamic therapy (Periowave) for the treatment of
periodontal diseases
Professor Nikos Donos (Eastman Dental Institute)
Abstract:
A number of local delivery antibacterial agents have been tested in the past for the
treatment of periodontal disease as an adjunct to non-surgical treatment. In this
presentation, the development of the photodynamic therapy from the basic science
level to the clinical application will be discussed including the existing clinical data
where this type of therapy has been used for the treatment of periodontal disease. 

2.45 pm Innovation and entrepreneurship in dentistry – The Dragon’s Den 
Professor Neil Meredith (Neoss Ltd)
Abstract:
The worlds of venture capital, equity investment and academia couldn’t seem further
separated. In fact the reverse is true. Venture capital is highly dependent on the
invention and innovation found in the university environment. How such innovation is
developed and exploited commercially can be a fascinating journey of high drama,
passion and emotion. This is a personal insight into such a journey and offers some
advice on duelling with Angels and Dragons.

3.30 pm Panel Discussion

4.00 pm Refreshments and Trade Exhibition 

4.45 pm Close of meeting

For further information, please visit the website www.bsperio.org.uk
or contact the Conference Manager, Ghilaine Ower, on 01730 890478

Registration will be available online from July 2008


